In the Anglo-American world of the late 1790s, Thomas Paine's The Age of Reason was not well received, with most of the eighty replies to his Deistic work characterizing it as extremely dangerous. Yet it was not necessarily what Paine wrote in The Age of Reason that worried his opponents and impelled so many to reply to the work, but rather how and for whom he wrote. This talk will argue that much of the driving force behind the controversy over The Age of Reason stemmed from the perception that the book was intended for and was being distributed among a common audience, as a primer in revolutionary Deism. Patrick W. Hughes' research focuses on irreligion and unbelief, early nineteenth-century Freethinkers, and the Enlightenment critique of revealed religion. This talk forms a part of his dissertation, "Antidotes to Deism: A Reception History of Thomas Paine's The Age of Reason, 1794-1809."
